
 

 
 
 
 
Department of Environment  
PO Box 2703, Whitehorse, Yukon  Y1A 2C6 
 
 
September 1, 2022  
 
 
Erin Schroff, Executive Director  
Yukon Fish and Game Association 
509 Strickland St.  
Whitehorse, YT   Y1A 2K5 
 
 
Dear Mr. Schroff: 
 
RE:  Ross River Dena Council and Liard First Nation hunting ads 
 
I am writing to you to let you know that we are aware of the Ross River Dena Council and Liard First 
Nation’s requests related to hunting in their traditional territories. 
 
I understand this may cause confusion for licensed hunters and the Yukon Fish and Game Association. I 
want to clarify the Wildlife Act guides Yukon’s licensed hunters and the rules of general application always 
apply. No changes have been made to Yukon’s hunting laws or regulations. The public retains a right to 
access public land for recreational purposes, including hunting. Licensed hunters do not require permission 
to hunt on non-Settlement Lands in any traditional territory. 
 
Where licensed hunters do require written permission from First Nations is when they plan to hunt on 
Category A Settlement Lands and when they plan to hunt bison or elk on Category A and B Settlement 
Lands. However, any person has a right of access to enter and stay on Undeveloped Category B Settlement 
Land for the purpose of non-commercial harvesting of fish and wildlife. Otherwise, the rules of general 
application apply to all other lands in all traditional territories in the Yukon. 
 
Conservation officers have engaged with Liard First Nation’s Lands and Resources department to ensure a 
respectful approach to hunting, fishing and trapping in the area. Conservation officers are reaching out to 
Ross River Dena Council to engage with their Lands Department to discuss a similar respectful approach to 
harvesting in their traditional territory. As in past seasons, conservation officers are monitoring the area as 
part of their regular operations. We continue to encourage all licensed hunters to practice respect and 
follow responsible hunting practices during their hunts, wherever they travel in the Yukon. 
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The Government of Yukon recognizes Ross River Dena Council and Liard First Nation’s commitments to 
caring for and conserving wildlife in their traditional territories. We are committed to working together with 
all First Nations and the Inuvialuit to conserve wildlife in the Yukon, while also balancing the needs of all 
licensed hunters in the territory who require certainty when it comes to planning hunting opportunities each 
hunting season.  
 
I hope I was able to provide you with reassurance and clarity. Should you have any further questions, I 
encourage you to contact me directly at gordon.hitchcock@yukon.ca.  

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Ryan Hennings 
a/Chief Conservation Officer, Department of Environment 
 
cc: Priyank Thatte, a/Assistant Deputy Minister, Environmental Sustainability 
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