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ENVIRONMENT
AND CLIMATE CHANGE
Climate change is the defining issue of our times. We
are going to take strong, decisive action — both in
prevention and in mitigation — to secure our home for
generations to come.
Fracking/Non-renewable energy
extraction
Problem:

In our current climate crisis, oil and gas are unwise
investments due to both financial and environmental
decline. Fracking and non-renewable energy extraction leads to irreversible environmental land and
water contamination.

Solution:

The Yukon NDP remains committed to an outright
ban on fracking and other non-renewable energy
extraction anywhere in the Yukon.

Free public transit in Whitehorse

Solution:

A Yukon NDP government will work with the city of
Whitehorse to make public transit free and remove
barriers that stop people accessing this essential
service. We will also work with the city to increase operating hours and ensure that the Handy Bus services
Yukon Government property so that all users of the
Handy Bus are truly able to access it.

Pesticides
Problem:

The Yukon’s legislation on use of pesticides is sorely
out-of-date and requires evidence-based changes in
order to keep up with what we know to be true about
harms created by pesticide use.

Solutions:
Problem:

Currently, potential users of transit in Whitehorse are
dissuaded due to a variety of barriers. This results in
the excessive use of personal vehicles for short distances, which contributes significantly to unnecessary
carbon emissions.
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»

»

Following the lead of multiple provinces in
Canada, enact a ban on the cosmetic use of
pesticides in the Yukon
Ban the use of neonicotinoids to protect
Yukon’s bee population and therefore our
unique biodiversity.

yukonndp.ca

Protecting the
Yukon’s fish and
wildlife

Proactively mitigating
climate change and
leading by example

Problem:

Problem:

There is currently no species at
risk legislation in the Yukon which
leaves many vulnerable species
without protection.

Solution:

Develop and enact long-overdue
Species-at-Risk legislation, working closely with First Nation governments, boards and councils,
and stakeholders.

Enhance the stocked
lakes program
Problem:

The stocked lake fishing program
is long overdue for an update
which takes into account angling
demand in the Yukon and climate
change.

Solution:

Enhance the stocked lake fishing
programs for increased and improved angling access in partnership with Yukon First Nations.

Kate White and the Yukon NDP

The Yukon, and Indigenous communities in Yukon in particular,
are disproportionately affected by
the climate crisis. We are losing
permafrost, glacier ice, and the
weather conditions in which our
unique ecosystems thrive at a devastating rate, and our ways of life
are already suffering as a result.
We must take steps to be part of
the solution and lead by example.

Solutions:

A Yukon NDP government will:
»
Boldly set a target of a
45% reduction over 2010
levels by 2030 as per the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change 2018.
»
The Yukon NDP will also
commit to a goal of
protecting at least 50% of
the Yukon’s land and waters
in partnership with First
Nations and the Inuvialuit
through land use planning
and other available
measures.
»
Create an industry
roundtable, including
mining, to coordinate and
mutually support efforts at
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territory-wide carbon reduction.
Include the mining emissions within the
Yukon’s overall 2030 emissions reduction.
target, rather than treating mining separately
Require Yukon mines to meet absolute
emissions reductions standards, not intensity
targets.
Legally mandate an increase in energy
efficiency of new building by 50% above the
2015 national building code, and assist new
builders in achieving this increase with an
energy-efficiency grant of up to 50% of the
upfront costs required.
Set an ambitious target of 2025 to 2030 to
incrementally stop renting diesel generators,
gradually diverting this money instead to the
building of a variety of new green energy
infrastructure.
Continue to work towards diverse green
energy solutions for off-grid communities.
Continue to work towards a future that will
eventually connect communities to a territorywide energy grid.
Immediately allocate $3 million annually to
partnering with Yukon University to research
and pilot green energy initiatives such as
thermal storage, small run-of-river projects,
geothermal projects, biofuel options, wind
electricity generation, solar energy, and
pumped storage.
Work with the City of Whitehorse and First
Nations to introduce a schedule for replacing
the current public transportation fleet in
Whitehorse with a net-zero emissions fleet.
Place at least one rapid charging port for
electric vehicles centrally in each gridconnected community.
Work with small business to create rapid
charging ports along grid-connected areas on
the Alaska Highway to bring back roadhouses
and draw EV tourism.

Kate White and the Yukon NDP

»

»

As the largest employer in the territory,
serve as a model for all Yukon employers by
instituting permanent measures to support
employees to make the choice to work from
home.
Decentralize Yukon Government employment
and allow greater employment opportunities in
the communities.

Making recycling make sense
Problem:

With our remote location, the Yukon faces unique
challenges when it comes to diverting waste and
recyclables from landfills and transfer stations.

Solutions:

A Yukon NDP government will:
»
Establish incremental goals to achieve
Yukon wide diversion rate of 80% by 2040,
supporting municipalities and unincorporated
communities to help them achieve these goals
»
Work with local transport companies to ensure
that trucks stop leaving the Yukon empty and
instead, become part of the waste diversion
solution.
»
Create a support program for local small
businesses innovatively helping Yukoners
divert waste from the landfill.
»
Partner with Alberta and British Columbia to
become a part of their Extended Producer
Responsibility programs to facilitate and
increase the number of products to be
recycled.
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Protecting our wetlands and our
water
Problem:

The Yukon currently lacks a sufficient wetlands protection and management plan. Wetlands are essential for the following reasons: They protect us from
drought by holding water when conditions are dry.
They protect us from climate change by reducing
greenhouse gases. Wetlands protect wildlife. They
provide hundreds of species with safe places to eat,
sleep and raise young.

Solutions:
»

»

»

»

»
»
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Protect Yukon natural ecosystems, in
consultation with First Nations and other
stakeholders, by drafting and adopting
legislation that would formally define and
protect Yukon wetlands, wildlife habitats and
other critical natural areas.
Enacting an immediate pause on development,
exploration and extraction in any undisturbed
wetlands or other sensitive natural area until
the territorial wetlands policy is complete and
agreed to by Yukon First Nations and other key
stakeholders.
Initiate the identification and mapping of all
wetlands, Yukon wide, beginning with areas
most prone to development.
Ensure that any final territorial wetlands policy
includes cumulative effects thresholds as well
project specific thresholds.
Ban Industrial use of wetlands - wetlands shall
not be used for any industrial purpose.
Enact a formal No Net Loss principle to
wetlands management, in which any nonIndustrial development proposals on wetlands

»

»

must include detailed plans to avoid negative
impacts, to mitigate any impacts that may
occur, and to fully offset any loss of wetland
area by restoration of equal or greater
wetlands areas elsewhere in the territory.
Ban any development on irreplaceable
peatlands wetlands and strictly limit
development on marshland.
Within two years, draft and present legislation,
in consultation with First Nations and other
stakeholders, that would formally define and
protect Yukon wetlands, wildlife habitats and
other critical natural areas based on the No Net
Loss / No Industrial Use principles.

Protecting the Yukon’s fresh
water sources
Problem:

Fresh water is fast becoming a limited resource
globally - the Yukon needs to act urgently and decisively to ensure that our water is protected for future
generations.

Solution:
»
»
»

Formally protect our freshwater as a public
resource.
Bolster data collection, monitoring and
enforcement.
Work with communities and First Nation
governments to establish/support land
guardian/stewardship programs to assist with
environmental monitoring.

yukonndp.ca

Proactively adapting to the
climate change effects we already
see
Problem:

We know that climate change is already happening
in the Yukon, and we need to go into these changes
with our eyes open, planning realistically for our future. We must act decisively today to ensure we have
planned for tomorrow.

food production and preservation skills to
people, especially youth.

A clear plan for when fires hits
Problem:

It’s only a matter of time before a community is seriously threatened by wildfire.

Solution:
»

Solution:

A Yukon NDP government will:
»
Work with First Nations and communities to
establish localized climate change adaptation
plans and to better understand the risks faced
by those respective communities and where
opportunities for adaptation exist.
»
Introduce a no-interest loan program for
homeowners faced with costly and urgent
repairs due to permafrost melt, which is
currently affecting many Yukon communities.
»
Introduce a no-interest loan program for
qualified energy retrofits.
»
Introduce a low to no-interest loan program for
landlords to facilitate qualified energy retrofits
which would ensure housing becomes more
efficient.
»
Work with farmers to set ambitious targets for
Yukon-produced food with a grown-in-Yukon
strategy and initiatives.
»
Create a $1 million community food security
fund to build and maintain community
greenhouses and root cellars in order to build
community and produce food locally, reducing
carbon emissions and increasing food security.
Communities, First Nations and NGOs will also
be able to access funding to teach valuable

Kate White and the Yukon NDP

»

»

We would create, and then share, a clear
plan which shows that we are working with
municipalities and First Nations, to ensure
that all Yukoners knew how their home and
business would and could be protected from
wildfires.
The Yukon NDP would introduce a complaintbased system for removal or thinning of excess
or dead trees near residential properties.
We would work with municipalities and First
Nations to help small business take advantage
of firesmarting opportunities to harvest wood
for profit.
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