
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mr. John Bailey – Deputy Minister of Environment  
10 Burns Road 
Whitehorse, Yukon  
Y1A 4Y9  
 
December 6th, 2019  
 

Dear Deputy Minister Bailey; 

We the undersigned respectfully request the Department of Environment temporarily 

withdraw Proposals #1 through #5 concerning Moose and Caribou from consideration in 

the current array of regulation change proposals going to the Yukon Fish & Wildlife 

Management Board for consideration.  Our reasoning is as follows: 

1. There is minimal support from the membership of our respective organizations for 

the proposals as they are currently framed. Attached are the results and analysis of 

the feedback survey used. 

2. There was insufficient time and effort provided by Environment in advance of 

moving the proposals forward for comment such that the public could develop 

awareness, understanding, and ability to respond appropriately to such significant 

changes. 

3. There is an absence of measures proposed to address species population 

enhancement as part of the sustainable harvest equation 

4. More time is required to reframe regulation change proposals in a different context 

around a new wildlife management philosophy centered on abundant ungulate 

populations and delivery of more harvest opportunity for First Nations and licensed 

harvesters, as well as viewing opportunity for non-consumptive users. 
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On Wednesday, November 27th, we hosted a public meeting to better understand the 

regulation change proposals and to solicit feedback from the attendees. It was evident that 

there is little support for the proposed changes concerning moose and caribou.  We really 

appreciate the time and professional approach that Matt Clarke and Christine Cleghorn 

exhibited in their presentation and in responding to the attendee’s questions. With over 

150 people in attendance on short notice, there is clearly significant public interest in the 

proposals that address our most iconic and highest priority Yukon game species—Moose 

and Caribou.  Attached you will find the resulting feedback and analysis of what we heard 

from the attendees. 

The point that became clear during and after the meeting was the public’s concern with 

wildlife management in Yukon.  In addition, it was also apparent that we need more 

interaction both in Whitehorse and the communities with management professionals to 

understand the concerns and provide potential options for solutions in a positive and 

proactive framework.  We appreciate there are certain areas of concern that need attention, 

and view the current slate of proposals as the beginning of an essential discussion 

requiring participation of all wildlife stakeholders in Yukon. Temporarily setting aside 

Proposals 1-5 will provide the opportunity to engage in a more strategic and collaborative 

discussion such that an agreeable set of proposals can be moved forward at the appropriate 

time to elicit a tangible result. 

 

Thank you for your consideration on this important request. 

 

Sincerely, 

Yukon Fish & Game Association 

Yukon Outfitters Association 

Yukon Trappers Association 

Backcountry Hunters and Anglers 

Yukon Wild Sheep Foundation 

 

 

CC: Christine Cleghorn, Matt Clarke  


