
Field Dressing Course 
On a couple of sunny Thursday evenings in early September, 15 enthusiastic hunters gathered to take 
part in this hunting season’s first field dressing course. There was a mix of new and experienced hunters, 
but everyone was able to go home that night having learned something new. After the second night, 
everyone also went home with a portion of fresh meat that they helped process.  
YFGA partnered with Environment Yukon’s Hunter Education & Ethics Development program to put on a 
two-evening course that covered the basics of how to field dress big game on the first evening and then 
how to process your harvest once you’ve got it home on the second evening. These skills are essential 
for any hunter to make the most of their harvest and learning the most efficient ways to field dress 
helps get your harvest home as quickly as possible. Over the course of both sessions, everyone got their 
hands dirty and worked together to field dress and butcher a cow. Jim Welsh, Environment Yukon’s 
Hunter Education and Outreach Officer, and a butcher with decades of experience processing wild game 
were answering questions all night and showing people how it’s done. Processing a cow is similar to 
processing big game and the course gave everyone a chance to learn the ins and outs of field dressing in 
a hands-on environment. This experiential way of learning lets people ask questions in real time and 
practice doing it themselves in a low-stakes environment, things that no how-to video could ever 
replicate. Every hunter has their own ways of field dressing and having a space with 15 people of 
different experience levels led to lots of exchanging of ideas and even our instructors learning some new 
tricks.  
This was the first session offered this hunting season but seeing as the course filled up in 4 hours, we 
will hopefully be putting on more. For a long time, a field dressing course has been one of the most 
asked for programs at YFGA and the high level of interest in the very first one indicates that people in 
the outdoor community are very interested in learning the best ways to respectfully and effectively 
process a harvest and ultimately in getting out on the land. Many of the students of the first course had 
never been hunting and wanted to make sure they were the most prepared they could be for their first 
hunt. The hunting community is growing quickly and also diversifying, with more women than ever 
interested in being part of their families’ harvests. Having more people involved in harvesting meat for 
your family strengthens the culture of respect and gratitude for the animal, and so as more people learn 
how to field dress and get involved in hunting, our community values grow stronger and stronger.  
We are so excited with the interest our community has shown in getting involved, getting educated and 
mostly getting out on the land. We hope to offer a chance for more people to learn and see first-hand 
how to field dress big game. Be sure to keep your eye on your inbox to try and snap up a spot in one of 
our future courses! We would like to thank Jim Welsh and Kevin Bowers for helping us put on such an 
incredible event and sharing their expertise. It was such a treat learning from them, and we are very 
lucky to have them involved in the hunting community.  


