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June 12, 2019 
Hon. Richard Mostyn 
Minister of Highways and Public Works 
P.O. Box 2703 
Whitehorse, Yukon 
Y1A 2C6 
 
RE: Removal of the bridges at Becker Creek and the Wheaton River on the Annie Lake 

Road 

 

The Yukon Fish & Game Association is very concerned with the decision made by the 

Department of Highways and Public Works to remove the bridges at Becker Creek and the 

Wheaton River. This decision was made with no consultation of those who use the area for 

recreation and executed on very short notice. We believe that it is unacceptable for the 

government to close and remove the bridges without any plan to replace them and without 

any public consultation. The lack of consultation on this decision sets a dangerous 

precedent for the government to continue to remove access to Yukon’s spectacular 

backcountry without consulting the public. The removal of the bridges would negatively 

impact many Yukoners who rely on the bridges at Becker Creek and the Wheaton River to 

access the backcountry around Annie Lake and enjoy the Yukon outdoors. Furthermore, as 

eco-tourism in this area is increasing every year, during both the summer and winter 

seasons, it would be economically harmful to Yukon small businesses to remove the 

bridges.  

 

We understand the safety concerns that arise with the continued use of the bridges in their 

present conditions, but do not support their removal without public consultation. It should 

be noted that even though the bridges may not be safe to cross, the alternative is also 

dangerous and represents significant risks to the environment. Many outdoor enthusiasts 

who enjoy recreational activities in the backcountry in this region will be forced to ford the 

rivers in trucks, causing potential negative consequences to the creek bed and the 



surrounding environment if done over the long term. Additionally, fording the rivers poses 

serious dangers to the people who attempt to cross the fast moving and hazardous water. 

People will continue to attempt to access the backcountry around Annie Lake and the 

government should not make that more dangerous by removing bridges. The obvious 

solution to bridges that have become too dangerous to use due to lack of maintenance is to 

repair or replace the existing bridges. This would allow Yukoners to continue to access the 

backcountry region around Annie Lake for hunting, fishing, skiing, hiking and paddling. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

 

Gordon Zealand 

Executive Director, 

Yukon Fish & Game Association  

 

Cc: 

Jaime Pitfield 

Paul Murchison 

Sherri Young 

 

 

 


