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August 21, 2018 

Re: Release of Draft Grizzly Bear Conservation Plan 

The Government of Yukon and the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board are pleased to announce 
the release of the Draft version of “A Conservation Plan for Grizzly Bears (Ursus arctos) in Yukon”, 
hereafter referred to as the Plan.  

The draft plan is enclosed; it is also available on the Board website and EngageYukon.ca. This draft plan 
is being released today to our partners: First Nations and Inuvialuit in Yukon and in transboundary 
regions, Renewable Resources Councils, territorial and federal government departments, relevant 
organizations, and wildlife management boards & councils. There will be an official public release and 
media briefing on August 22, 2018. We request that you withhold any public comments until after this 
date.  

The Plan is the fruit of a 2.5-year endeavour by the Yukon Grizzly Bear Conservation and Management 
Plan Working Group, comprised of 3 members from Yukon government and 3 members from the Board. 
The working group undertook a process of facilitating information gathering and reflection about grizzly 
bears with First Nations and Inuvialuit in Yukon and in transboundary regions, Renewable Resources 
Councils, various organizations and wildlife management boards & councils, and the public across the 
territory. This plan is a testament to the high regard that Yukoners and transboundary community 
members hold for grizzly bears and the value that they place on sharing a landscape with them, and the 
Working Group would like to thank everyone who made their voices heard throughout this planning 
process. 

The Plan presents a 25-year vision for grizzly bears in Yukon, where healthy and viable grizzly bear 
populations remain throughout their natural range in Yukon, for future generations of people and bears. 
Seven goals have been identified in order to achieve this vision: 

· Foster a cultural connection to, and increased respect for, grizzly bears 
· Take care of the land that grizzly bears require 
· Minimize human-grizzly bear conflicts 
· Ensure grizzly bear harvest is sustainable and respectful 
· Foster respectful grizzly bear viewing 
· Improve decision-making by acquiring better knowledge about grizzly bears 
· Better understand human dimensions of grizzly bear conservation 

 
To achieve these seven goals, there are 33 actions that have been identified within the Plan. The 
implementation of these actions will be adaptive and unique to the values, needs, and resources of each 
community in Yukon, and further discussion regarding these actions will occur at the Traditional 
Territory level. The plan also identifies strategies for different partners to work together to implement 
these actions, and recommends a review schedule for the plan. 

The draft plan is subject to review—the draft is being released today to allow you time to review and 
discuss the plan in your communities. A formal public engagement period with opportunities for 
comment and discussion will occur in fall 2018, led by the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management 
Board. An announcement will be made in advance with details regarding public meetings and online and 
write in comment opportunities. In addition to the public engagement, the Yukon government will be 
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undertaking formal government-to-government consultation with First Nation and Inuvialuit 
governments.  

The Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board and the Yukon government are also releasing the 
results of the 2017 public survey on grizzly bear conservation in Yukon as a technical report, “Results of 
a public survey about grizzly bears (Ursus arctos) and their management in Yukon, Canada” (Report 
MR-18-01) and a summary, The Yukon grizzly bear survey shedding light on grizzly bear conservation 
(infographic). The survey was one source of valuable information and perspective from Yukoners that 
the Working Group considered when putting together the draft Plan. The report is included here, and is 
available on the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board website and Engage Yukon. As with the 
draft Plan, we ask that you withhold any comments on the survey report until the public release on 
August 22, 2018. 

Should you have any questions or comments regarding the plan before the public engagement period 
begins, please contact: Graham Van Tighem, Executive Director (Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management 
Board), executivedirector@yfwmb.ca or 867-667-5835. 

On behalf of the Government of Yukon and the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board, we would 
like to again thank everyone who has been involved in the planning process to date, and we look 
forward to hearing your thoughts on the draft Plan. 

Thank you, 

John Burdek 
Chair, Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board 

Christine Cleghorn 
Director, Fish and Wildlife Branch, Government of Yukon 
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