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509 Strickland St, Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 2K5 

 
 

June 26, 2018 

HAND 

DELIVERED 

Honourable 

Sandy Silver 

Premier 
 

 
And 

 

 
Honourable Pauline Frost 

Minister of Environment 
 
 
 

Government of Yukon 

Box 2703 

Whitehorse, Yukon 

Y1A 2C6 
 

 
Dear Premier Silver and Minister Frost: 

 
Re: Ross River Dene Council Declaration Requiring Permits and Numerous Hunting Closures 

 

 
Thank you for yo u r  time in considering our concerns as noted in the following. 

 

 
We are a conservation-based organization comprised largely of resident hunters and anglers as 

well as non-consumptive users, established 73 year ago, with a membership of over 1 , 0 00 

Yukoners. We have numerous programs that focus on conservation initiatives, on-the-land 

harvesting skills, educational actions and ethics development programs to name a few.  We are 

also heavily invested in ensuring long term sustainable fish and wildlife management and 

respectful harvesting 

 

 

Yukon Fish and Game Association 



On June 15, 2018 we learned of a notice published in both Yukon newspapers of a Ross River 

Dene Council Declaration that would require that all non-Kaska hunters to obtain a hunting 

permit from The Council (RRDC). It further declared that there would be a number of large 

closures around certain popular areas and that all hunting would cease on September 15. 

 
We were surprised by such a Declaration, especially after the 2015 Yukon Supreme Court Case 

of Ross River Dene Council vs Government of Yukon that reviewed similar issues where a 

decision had already been rendered and had not currently supported such a regime.  We 

participated in those hearings as an 

Intervenor and we are well aware of the significant undertaking of information presented 

by Yukon government including that; overall, wildlife populations were being managed 

sustainably. 

 
The challenge faced by many of our members is to have clarity in their ability to legally 

undertake fishing and hunting activities in accordance with the legislation as articulated in 

various government synopses. 

The current regulatory regime is relatively robust, requiring a thorough review of proposed 
changes that are formulated through evidence-based information and in consideration of 
community and first nation input.  Ultimately, if there is a legislative change required, it is 
introduced with significant notice of a Year or more, with considerable public education and an 
implantation plan utilized by your staff and officers. 

 
While we recognize the political challenges associated with such a Declaration, especially even 
after the decision by the courts, we believe it is now even more essential to confirm that the 
current Yukon hunting and fishing legislation synopsis will direct hunters and anglers for the 
ongoing fishing and hunting season (2018/19}, as many Yukoners have made plans, acquired 
special permits (Faro moose, Finlayson caribou} and continue to rely on a single regulatory 
regime to inform them of their opportunities and responsibilities.  We would appreciate your 
government confirming this as soon as possible in a public manner. 

 
We remain committed to conservation focused management and we have worked with many 

partners, including First Nation governments, in advancing many joint programs and activities.  

We would be happy to meet with you or your delegates to learn of any developments and 

discussions, and provide assistance where we can, similar to what occurred in the original First 

Nation Final Agreement negotiations. 

 
Thank you for your consideration and, again, we appreciate your support and time.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

   Charles Shewen 
 

President 
 

 

 
 

cc: Joe MacGillvary 

Deputy Minister, Environment 


